
RELEASE OF CLAIMS 
 

By not excluding themselves from this class action settlement, Class Members agree to release the 
“Released Parties” for “Released Claims.”  These terms are specifically defined in the Settlement 
Agreement.  As set forth in the Settlement Agreement,, these terms mean: 
 

“Released Parties” shall mean Shell Pipeline Company LP, Shell Pipeline LLC, Shell Oil 
Products US, Shell Oil Company, and every other company, partnership, parent, organization, corporation, 
predecessor, successor and affiliated and/or subsidiary corporation, as well as their former, current, and 
future agents, contractors, servants, employees, officers, directors, managers, executive officers, attorneys, 
stockholders, underwriters and insurers to the extent they underwrite or insure the Released Parties for the 
Released Claims, assigns, successors, affiliates, partners, co-owners, and joint venture partners. 
 

“Released Claims” shall mean any and all liability, claims, demands, liens, remedies, debts, 
damages, injuries, rights or causes of action of whatever nature or kind against the Released Parties which 
the Plaintiffs and the “Court-Approved Settlement Class” (as defined in Paragraph III.1 of the Settlement 
Agreement) now have or which they, their heirs, assigns or legal representatives, may hereafter acquire, 
relating to immovable, movable, real or personal property damage, inconvenience, trespass, damage to or 
replacement of their property, loss of use, business interruption, loss of income; loss of earnings, lost 
business opportunity; damage for delayed return and/or access, damages to trees, shrubs, vegetation, 
landscaping and crops, including the cost of removal or replacement, remediation expenses, costs of 
cleanup, property assessment costs, response costs, stigma damages; diminution and/or complete loss of 
property values; depreciation; monitoring costs; oversight costs; consultant and/or expert witness fees; 
individual and class attorney’s fees; economic damages; increased living expenses; extended displacement 
costs; mental anguish caused by personal, movable, immovable or real property damage, inconvenience; 
emotional damages, including fear, fright, mental anguish, loss of enjoyment of life or emotional distress 
related to personal, movable, immovable or real property damage; costs; past and future medical expenses 
related to emotional damages, including fear, fright, mental anguish, loss of enjoyment of life, suffering, 
emotional distress or hedonic damages related to personal, movable, immovable or real property damage; 
costs of administering the settlement, including a claim office, special master, and court appointed 
disbursing agent; costs of notice to the class members; general damages, compensatory damages; special 
damages, exemplary damages and/or punitive damages, arising out of or in any way related to or resulting 
from the rupture of Shell’s Nairn Pipeline and/or the failure of the hurricane protection levee near Shell’s 
Nairn facility through which the Shell Pipeline was placed, including, without limitation, any such damage 
or damages arising out of or in any way related to or resulting from the release of petroleum, crude oil, fuel 
oil, hydrocarbons, or any other materials or substances that may have been released from Shell’s Nairn 
Pipeline rupture or from Shell’s Nairn facility, or salt water intrusion or acts or omissions by Shell or 
anyone retained or hired by or on behalf of Shell to respond to any claims or damages arising from or 
relating to Hurricane Katrina or Hurricane Rita, including, without limitation, any action provided by local, 
state or federal law, including Louisiana strict liability, premises liability, intentional tort, nuisance, and 
negligence law, the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, or under any contract or policy of insurance, whether at law 
or in equity, whether said injuries and damages are now known or hereafter discovered and whether said 
cause of action exists now or arises in the future.  The Released Claims shall also include any damages 
caused by Shell’s efforts to get barge access to its ruptured pipeline site after Hurricanes Katrina and/or 
Rita, including failure to obtain servitudes, rights of way, or consents of all landowners.   
 

This Settlement includes all Released Claims of the Court-Approved Settlement Class.  This 
Settlement does not include:  (i.) a release for personal injury and wrongful death claims; (ii.) a release for 
damages to oysters within the geographic boundary of the Settlement Class; (iii.) a release for claims or 
causes of action against any non-Shell entity, including but not limited to, the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers; or (iv.) a release for claims against Shell by the federal, state or local regulators with regard to 
remediation. 


